


FROM THE EDITOR  

One of the most exciting events taking place at AIS this term is the undertaking of the 
International Schools Assessments (ISA). In Annetteôs message this month, she 
describes how these assessments are designed especially for students in international 
schools and what it means for AIS. Students in international schools, in  
approximately 80 countries around the world, usually participate in ISA every year, and 
we are very interested to see how our students at AIS compare.  
Head of Junior School, Karen Goodall highlights some of the key activities taking place 
across the grade levels from Prep to Grade 5. Karen mentions the AIS Reading  
Challenge, and in particular the Prep Reading Challenge Dragon which grows in length 
every day. Find out how the dragon manages to grow even without eating any of the  
children! You can also read about the excursion taken by Prep students as part of their 
 investigation about ˈ óThe Natural Worldô and óEnvironmentsô. Prep have the most  
wonderful garden growing at school. Everyone is most welcome to visit and enjoy it.  
As we journey into Grade Two you will need to go into the abstract world of technology 
and click on the links to view their PowerPoint slideshows. They are amazing! 
Grade Four have also been out and about. They have been viewing some of the  
interesting architecture in and around Dubai and Sharjah. It seems they really enjoyed 
the floating bridge!  
Last term we were fortunate to have some student teachers doing their training at AIS. 
The student teachers were from the Dubai and Sharjah Womenós Higher Colleges of 
Technology, and they worked with teachers from Grades One, Two and Three. It was to 
their credit that we enjoyed having them in the school.  
News from the Resource Centre is always exciting, with so many new English and  
Arabic books catalogued and placed on the shelves, WOW!  
A course in DELF - The Diplôme d'études en langue française (in English Diploma in 
French Studies) is being offered to some students at AIS in preparation for their  
examination, while other students are taking the course to improve their French  
language. I found this an interesting read, hope you do too. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
 

 

Dear parents, 

 

Welcome back to term two. There is, as always, an amazing amount of activity this term. It was a pleasure to 
see the large numbers of parents who attended our coffee mornings in junior, middle and senior schools in 
week 2 and to hear of the exciting range of learning opportunities to be offered to students in the coming 
weeks. One of the exciting ónewô things that we are planning this year is to take part in the International 
Schools Assessment  program offered by the  Australian Council for Educational Research.  

Last year we took part in the Australian National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy for students 
then in years 3, 5, 7 and 9. We received some exciting information on how our students performed against 
Australian standards. The plan this year is to follow this same cohort of students (who are now in years 4, 6, 8 
and 10) and to undertake the International Schools Assessments. We will then be able to compare our 
schoolôs performance with both Australian standards and with the performance of students in similar schools 
in other parts of the world. This should be an interesting comparison. 

The ISA assessment program is designed especially for students in international schools.  It is based on the 
internationally endorsed reading and mathematical literacy frameworks of the OECD's Programme for Interna-
tional Student Assessment (PISA). 

We will undertake these assessments with our students on Monday the 13
th
 of February and Tuesday the 14

th
 

of February. There will be five assessment tasks across the two mornings. Assessments will be as follows: 

 

 

The ISA is a high quality test that international schools use to monitor student performance in mathematical 
literacy, reading and writing over time and to confirm that their internal assessments are aligned with interna-
tional expectations of performance. 

Students in international schools in around 80 countries participate annually in the ISA annually. The ISA is 
specifically designed for students from diverse cultural backgrounds, and for schools using a variety of         
curricula. The ISA is administered in English and is appropriate for students whose language of instruction is 

 English.  

Monday the 13
th
 February Tuesday the 14

th
 February 

Mathematical Literacy Part One Reading 

Mathematical Literacy Part Two Writing Task B 

Writing Task A   

http://www.pisa.oecd.org/pages/0,2987,en_32252351_32235731_1_1_1_1_1,00.html#top
http://www.pisa.oecd.org/pages/0,2987,en_32252351_32235731_1_1_1_1_1,00.html#top


The International Schools Assessment is designed to serve a number of purposes for schools. These include: 

enabling schools to evaluate instructional programs against objective evidence of student  

performance,  

identifying gaps in student understanding, and measuring growth in learning, between grade levels ; 

providing normative data in relation to selected populations; 

comparing subgroup performance (for example, girls and boys;  students from different language 
backgrounds) to see where there may be unexpected results; 

measuring individual students' achievement in order to reflect on and address strengths and  

weaknesses; and monitoring an individual's or a cohort's progress over time. 

It is important to interpret the results of this assessment together with other information about students' achieve-
ment provided by on-going classroom assessment and perhaps other external assessments.  

Quality assessment and the use of this data to inform teaching and learning is a characteristic of quality schools.  
A.I.S. has established, and is implementing, a systematic plan for the collection, analysis and use of student 
achievement data over time. Test data in literacy and numeracy are key elements of this plan. 

Data is used throughout the school to identify gaps in student learning, to monitor improvement over time and to 
monitor growth across the years of school. A high priority has been given to professional development aimed at 
building teachersô and leadersô data literacy skills. Teachers are given test data for their classes. They use this 
information to help differentiate the programs that they offer for different students, and to confirm that students 
are performing at expected levels. 

The school leadership team has established and is driving a strong improvement agenda for the school, 
grounded in evidence from research and practice, and couched in terms of improvements in measurable student 
outcomes, especially in literacy, numeracy and science. 

 

Some of the ways in which this may be evident in the school are: 

members of our leadership team are united, passionate and explicit about our core objective ï  

to improve learning outcomes for all students in the school 

the school has made a significant effort to understand current and past student achievement levels 

it is understood throughout the school that improvements in student learning are dependent on ongoing 
improvements in pedagogy 

school staff are united in their commitment to improve the quality of teaching and learning throughout 
the school  

the school communicates clearly that it expects all students to learn successfully  

the school celebrates successful teaching and learning and improvements in school results. 

 

I am, as always, very proud to be principal of this wonderful school. I look forward to our results in the Interna-
tional Schools Assessment program and to the ways in which this data will be used to continuously enhance the 
quality of learning outcomes that we achieve for all students. 

 

Best wishes 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

(Arabic Translation)  

̪ϼнвцϜ ̭ϝуЮмϒ р̭ϜϿКϒ 

 

сжϝϫЮϜ сЂϜϼϹЮϜ ЭЋУЮϜ сТ ϝ̯ЛугϮ бЫϠ ϟϲϼϒ .ЭЋУЮϜ Ϝϻк сТ ϤϝВϝЇзЮϜ ев ЭϚϝк бЪ ϝ̯гϚϜϸ ЩЮϝзк . ϸϹЛЮϜ ϣтϔϽϠ Ϝ̯ϹϮ ϤϼϽЂ ϹЦм

 ЩЮϻЪм сжϝϫЮϜ ИнϡЂцϜ сТ ϣтнжϝϫЮϜм ϣГЂнϧгЮϜм ϣуϚϜϹϧϠъϜ ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ сТ ϰϝϡЋЮϜ ϢнлЦ ϤϜ̭ϝЧЮ ϜмϽЏϲ етϻЮϜ сЮϝкцϜ ев ϽуϡЫЮϜ

ϣвϸϝЧЮϜ ЙуϠϝЂцϜ сТ ϞыГЯЮ ϽТнϧϧЂ сϧЮϜ ϣЛϚϜϽЮϜ бЯЛϧЮϜ ЈϽУϠ . ϸϹЋϠ ϣзЃЮϜ иϻк ϝзжϒ ск ϣЛϚϜϽЮϜ ϢϹтϹϯЮϜ ̭ϝуІцϜ иϻк Ϲϲϒ дϖ

ϣтнϠϽϧЮϜ ϨнϳϡЯЮ сЮϜϽϧЂъϜ ЁЯϯгЮϜ йϠ анЧт рϻЮϜ ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ бууЧϦ ϭвϝжϽϠ сТ ϣЪϼϝЇгЮϜ. 

 

 ϜнжϝЪ етϻЮϜ ϞыГЯЮ ϞϝЃϳЮϜм ϣϠϝϧЫЮϜм Ϣ̭ϜϽЧЮϜ Ьϝϯв сТ сЮϜϽϧЂъϜ сзВнЮϜ бууЧϧЮϜ ϭвϝжϽϠ сТ ϣуЎϝгЮϜ ϣзЃЮϜ сТ ϝзЪϼϝІ ϹЦ ϝзЪм

 РнУЋЮϜ сТ3 м5 м7 м9 .ϣуЮϜϽϧЂъϜ ϽутϝЛгЮϜ ЭϠϝЧв ϝзϠыВ ̭ϜϸϓϠ ϝжϼϽЂ ϹЦм . ϣКнгϯв ЁУж ϣЛϠϝϧгЮ ϣзЃЮϜ иϻк ϣГ϶ ϝзтϹЮм

 ϞыГЮϜ) РнУЋЮϜ сТ дфϜ бк етϻЮϜ4 м6 м8 м10 (ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ ϤϝгууЧϦ ЌнϷЮ . ϝзϧЂϼϹв ̭Ϝϸϒ дϼϝЧж дϒ ЙуГϧЃж ϜϻлϠм

бЮϝЛЮϜ ев оϽ϶ϒ ̭ϜϿϮϒ сТ ϝлЮ ϣЯϪϝггЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ ϞыВ ̭Ϝϸϒм ϣуЮϜϽϧЂъϜ ϽутϝЛгЮϜ ев ЭЪ Йв . ЩІ ыϠ днЫϧЂ ϣжϼϝЧгЮϜ иϻк дϖ

аϝгϧкыЮ ϢϽуϫв. 

 

ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ сТ ϞыГЯЮ ϝ̯ЋуЋ϶ бгЋв ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ бууЧϦ ϭвϝжϽϠ дϖ . ϣϠϝϧЫЮϜм Ϣ̭ϜϽЧЮϜ ϽВϒ пЯК анЧт йжϒ ϩуϲ

ϣугзϧЮϜм рϸϝЋϧЦъϜ дмϝЛϧЮϜ ϣгЗзгЮ ЙϠϝϧЮϜ ϣϡЯГЮϜ бууЧϧЮ сЮмϹЮϜ ϭвϝжϽϡЯЮ ϝ̯уЮмϸ ϝлϠ РϽϧЛгЮϜ ϞϝЃϳЮϜм. 

 

 РϸϝЋгЮϜ еузϪцϜ ант ϤϝгууЧϧЮϜ иϻк сТ ϝзϠыВ ШϼϝЇт РнЂм13  ̭ϝϪыϫЮϜм ϽтϜϽϡТ14 ϽтϜϽϡТ . аϝлв Ёг϶ Шϝзк днЫϧЂм

еувнуЮϜ ыЪ пЯК ϣКϾнв ϣугууЧϦ .сЯт ϝгЪ ϤϝгууЧϧЮϜ днЫϧЂм: 

 

 Ϣ̭ϜϽЧЮϜм ϤϝуЎϝтϽЮϜ Ьϝϯв сТ ϞыГЮϜ ̭Ϝϸϒ ϣϡЦϜϽгЮ ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ йвϹϷϧЃϦ ϢϸнϯЮϜ сЮϝК дϝϳϧвϜ нк ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ бууЧϦ дϖ

̭ϜϸчЮ ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ϤϝЛЦнϧЮϜ Йв ϣЧТϜнϧв ϣуЯ϶ϜϹЮϜ ϤϝгууЧϧЮϜ дϒ пЯК ϹуЪϓϧЯЮм ϥЦнЮϜ ϽϡК ϣϠϝϧЫЮϜм. 

 

 нϳж сТ ϣуЮмϸ ЀϼϜϹв ев ϞыВ ШϼϝЇтм80 ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ бууЧϦ сТ ϝ̯тнзЂ ϣЮмϸ . СЯϧϷв ев ϞыГЯЮ бгЋв бууЧϧЮϜ Ϝϻк дϖ

ϭкϝзгЮϜ ев ϣКнзϧв ϣКнгϯв аϹϷϧЃϦ сϧЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜм ϣуТϝЧϫЮϜ ϤϝуУЯϷЮϜ . етϻЮϜ ϞыГЯЮ ϟЂϝзв нкм ϣтϿуЯϯжъϜ ϣПЯЮϝϠ бууЧϧЮϜ днЫтм

ϣтϿуЯϯжъϜ ϣПЯЮϜ ск блЃтϼϹϦ ϣПЮ днЫϦ. 

 

 еузϪъϜ13 ϽтϜϽϡТ  ̭ϝϪыϫЮϜ14 ϽтϜϽϡТ 

ЬмцϜ ̭ϿϯЮϜ ϤϝуЎϝтϽЮϜ сТ ̭ϜϸцϜ Ϣ̭ϜϽЧЮϜ 

сжϝϫЮϜ ̭ϿϯЮϜ ϤϝуЎϝтϽЮϜ сТ ̭ϜϸцϜ Ϟ ϣϠϝϧЫЮϜ ϣглв 

ϒ ϣϠϝϧЫЮϜ ϣглв   



ϝлзгЏϠ ̪ЀϼϜϹгЯЮ ЌϜϽОцϜ ев ϸϹК ϣвϹϷЮ бгЋв ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ бууЧϦ дϖ: 

 

ϟЮϝГЮϜ ̭Ϝϸц сКнЎнв ЭуЮϸ ЭϠϝЧв ϣуЃтϼϹϧЮϜ ϭвϜϽϡЮϜ бууЧϦ ев ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ еуЫгϦ 

РнУЋЮϜ ϤϝтнϧЃв еуϠ бЯЛϧЮϜ сТ нгзЮϜ ЀϝуЦм ϟЮϝГЮϜ блТ сТ ϤϜнϯУЮϜ ϹтϹϳϦ 

ϞыГЮϜ ев ϣзуЛϠ ХЯЛϧт ϝгуТ ϣтϼϝуЛгЮϜ ϤϝжϝуϡЮϜ ϽуТнϦ 

 ϣуКϽТ ϣКнгϯв ̭Ϝϸϒ ϣжϼϝЧв)ϣУЯϧϷв ϣтнПЮ ϤϝуУЯ϶ ев ϞыВ мϒ ϸъмцϜм ϤϝзϡЮϜ ы̯ϫв ( ϭϚϝϧж Шϝзк ϥжϝЪ ϜϺϖ ϝв ϣТϽЛгЮ

ϣЛЦнϧв ϽуО 

 ϢнЧЮϜм СЛЏЮϜ АϝЧж ϣЇЦϝзвм ϽуЫУϧЮϜ ЭϮϒ ев ϞыГЯЮ рϸϽУЮϜ ̭ϜϸцϜ ЀϝуЦ 

ϥЦнЮϜ ϽϡК ϤϝКнгϯгЮϜ мϒ ϸϜϽТцϜ ϼнГϦ ϣϡЦϜϽв 

 ЬнЋУЯЮ рϼϝϯЮϜ бууЧϧЮϜ ϝкϽТнт сϧЮϜм ϞыГЮϜ ̭Ϝϸϒ еК оϽ϶цϜ ϤϝвнЯЛгЮϜ ϟжϝϮ пЮϖ бууЧϧЮϜ Ϝϻк ϭϚϝϧж ϽуЃУϦ блгЮϜ ев дϖ

ϣуϮϼϝϷЮϜ ϤϝгууЧϧЮϜ ев ϝкϽуО ϝгϠϼм ϣуЂϜϼϹЮϜ. 

 

ϢϹуϯЮ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ ϤϝгЂ ев ϣгЂ ск бЯЛϧЮϜм буЯЛϧЮϜ ̭ϜϽϪш ϤϝжϝуϡЮϜ иϻк аϜϹϷϧЂϜм ϢϸнϯЮϜ ϤϝгууЧϦ дϖ . ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ ϥЛЎм ϹЦм

ϥЦнЮϜ ϼмϽв Йв ϞыГЮϜ ЭуЋϳϧϠ ϣЊϝϷЮϜ ϤϝжϝуϡЮϜ аϜϹϷϧЂϜм ЭуЯϳϦм ЙгϯЮ ϣуϯлзв ϣГ϶ ϤϻУжм ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ϣуЮϜϽϧЂъϜ . бϦ ϹЦм

буЯЛϧЮϜ ϢϸϝЦм еугЯЛгЮϜ оϹЮ ϤϝжϝуϡЮϜ Йв ЭвϝЛϧЮϜ ϤϜϼϝлв ̭ϝзϠ пЮϖ РϹлт рϻЮϜ сзлгЮϜ ϼнГϧЯЮ ϝуЯК ϣтнЮмϒ ̭ϝГКϖ . бϧт ϩуϲ

блЮнЋУЮ ϣтϼϝϡϧ϶Ϝ ϤϝжϝуϠ еугЯЛгЮϜ ̭ϝГКϖ . СЯϧϷгЮ ϣУЯϧϷв ϭвϜϽϠ ЙЎм сТ блϦϹКϝЃгЮ ϤϝвнЯЛгЮϜ иϻк днвϹϷϧЃт ϩуϲ

ϣЛЦнϧгЮϜ ϤϝтнϧЃгЮϜ егЎ сϦϓт ϞыГЮϜ ЭуЋϳϦ дϒ пЯК ϹуЪϓϧЯЮм ϞыГЮϜ. 

 

 пЯК ϣгϚϝЦ ϣЮϸϒ пЯК ϿЫϦϽт ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ ЬϝгКϒ ЬмϹϮ егЎ рнЦ еЃϳϦ пЮϖ пЛЃтм ЙЎм ϹЦ ϣуЂϼϹгЮϜ ϢϸϝуЧЮϜ ХтϽТ дϖ

 ϣϠϝϧЫЮϜм Ϣ̭ϜϽЧЮϜ сТ ϝ̯ЊнЋ϶м ЀϝуЧЯЮ ϣЯϠϝЧЮϜ ϞыГЮϜ ϭϚϝϧж пЯК ϒϽВ рϻЮϜ сТ еЃϳϧЮϜ сТ ЭϫгϧϦм ̪ϣЂϼϝггЮϜм ϨнϳϡЮϜ

анЯЛЮϜм ϞϝЃϳЮϜм. 

 

сϦфϝЪ ск ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ сТ ϝ̯ϳЎϜм ЩЮϺ ϝлуТ днЫт дϒ еЫгт сϧЮϜ ФϽГЮϜ ЍЛϠ : 

 ϣуЂϝЂцϜ ϝзТϜϹкϒ ϰнЎнϠ днТϽЛтм днЯЛУт ϝгϠ Ϝ̯ϹϮ днгϧлвм блзуϠ ϝгуТ дмϹϳϧв ϝзϦϼϜϸϖ ХтϽТ ̭ϝЏКϒ дϖï  скм

ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ сТ ϞыГЯЮ буЯЛϧЮϜ ϤϝϮϽϷв еуЃϳϦ 

ϣЧϠϝЃЮϜм ϣуЮϝϳЮϜ ϞыГЮϜ ̭Ϝϸϒ ϤϝтнϧЃв блТ сТ Ϝ̯ϽуϡЪ Ϝ̯ϹлϮ ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ ϥЮϻϠ 

ϣуϠϽϧЮϜ сТ ϢϽгϧЃгЮϜ ϤϝзуЃϳϧЮϜ пЯК ϹгϧЛт ϞыГЮϜ бЯЛϦ сТ еЃϳϧЮϜ дϒ ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ ̭ϝϮϼϒ ЙугϮ сТ анлУв йжϖ 

ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ сТ бЯЛϧЮϜм буЯЛϧЮϜ ϣуКнж еуЃϳϧϠ днвϿϧЯв блЛугϮ бк ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ сТ еуЯвϝЛЮϜ дϖ 

ϱϮϝж ЭЫЇϠ бЯЛϧЮϜ ϞыГЮϜ ЙугϮ ев ЙЦнϧϦ ϝлжϖ ϰнЎнϠ еЯЛϦ ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ дϖ 

ϣуЂϼϹгЮϜ ϭϚϝϧзЮϜ сТ еЃϳϧЮϜм еуϳϮϝзЮϜ бЯЛϧЮϜм ЁтϼϹϧЮϝϠ сУϧϳϦ ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ дϖ 

 

 ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ЀϼϜϹгЮϜ бууЧϦ ϭвϝжϽϠ сТ ϝзϯϚϝϧж ϣТϽЛгЮ ЙЯГϦϒм ϣЛϚϜϽЮϜ ϣЂϼϹгЮϜ иϻк ϢϽтϹв сжнЫϠ ϢϼнϷТ ϝ̯гϚϜϸ ЬϝϳЮϜ нк ϝгЪ сзжϖ

 ϝлЧЧϳж сϧЮϜ бЯЛϧЮϜ ϤϝϮϽϷв ϣуКнзЮ ϽгϧЃгЮϜ ϽтнГϧЮϜ ЭϮϒ ев ϤϝжϝуϡЮϜ иϻк аϜϹϷϧЂϜ ϝлЮы϶ ев бϧуЂ сϧЮϜ ФϽГЮϜ пЮϖм

ϝзϠыВ ЙугϯЮ. 

 

ϤϝуϳϧЮϜ ϟуВϒ Йв 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

(Arabic Translation)  



The Australian National Curriculum  
 

In January of this year, schools in Queensland Australia began to teach the new Australian National  

Curriculum. Until this year, each state of Australia developed, taught and assessed their own curriculum. Over the 

last few years, curriculum writers have been working to develop one óNationalô curriculum which will eventually be 

taught in all Australian States. So far, curriculum materials have been released for four subject areas; English, 

Maths, Science and History, in Grades F (Prep) to Year 10. Queensland Schools have begun to teach the Austra-

lian Curriculum English, Maths and Science from January this year. 

AIS follows the Queensland curriculum. Like Queensland schools, we will begin to teach the new Australian Cur-

riculum in English, Maths and Science in Prep to Year 10 from September 2012. We will continue to follow the cur-

rent Queensland curriculum in SOSE, Technology, Health and Physical Education and The Arts for these year lev-

els. Our Years 11 and 12 curriculums will continue as IB and QCE. We will continue to teach the UAE Curriculum 

for Arabic, Islamic and Social Studies. 

Like the Queensland Curriculum, the Australian Curriculum is an óInquiry Basedô curriculum. This means that chil-

dren are taught how to think critically and creatively to solve problems. As a result, we see that the transition to the 

Australian Curriculum will be fairly smooth. There will be minor changes to the content of some subject areas and a 

change in standards for some year levels. You will also notice changes in the appearance of reports for some sub-

ject areas. Overall, the learning focus of AIS will not change. 

One interesting feature of the new curriculum is that it provides ex-

amples of student work for each year level. This allows teachers to 

compare the standard of their studentsô work with the expected 

standard for students across Australia. This will be particularly use-

ful for us in the UAE, as we will be able to compare our studentsô 

work with Australian standards and share this information with fami-

lies.  To the right you can see an example of a piece of work from a 

student at the end of Grade 1. 

If you are interested in having a closer look at the Australian Curriculum, it is available to the public on 

the website below. 

https://australiancurriculum.edu.au/ 
 

   Message From the Associate Principal  

https://australiancurriculum.edu.au/


        FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL  

Karen 
  
Karen Goodall  
Head of Junior School  

Dear Parents and students.  

 

It is with great pleasure that I contribute to this monthôs newsletter and highlight some of the key activities that our 

wonderful student body has been participating in over the last 4 weeks. 

AIS Reading Challenge was launched in Week 3 and saw students with their heads buried in books. It is wonderful to see 

such an emphasis on reading many and to see a large number of students contributing to their grades overall result. If you 

take a look down our corridors you will notice a display like the Prep dragon which once students read a book the cover is  

copied and pasted along the dragons body ï the dragon is getting very long now.... Great Work Prep for all of your amazing 

reading. AIS Reading Challenge was  coupled with the enormous book fair in our library where students visited and pur-

chased books of interest. Thank you to Miss Julie and her staff for coordinating this highly successful event. 

After returning from Reggio Emilia (Italy) our wonderful staff in ELC and Prep wished to share their learning experience with 

parents. Under the coordination of Miss Carla, many parents met together for a presentation which demonstrated how the 

Reggio Emilia approach is being adapted into AIS. Many parents then joined their childôs teacher in their classroom to see 

student projects, and talk further with their teacher. This was a wonderful opportunity for our teachers and parents to build 

strong partnerships and learn more together. Thank you to our wonderful ELC and Prep POD for hosting the afternoon, and 

thank you to all parents who attended. 

Last week also saw the Junior School host a coffee morning where key dates and programs for Term 2 were shared. It was 

delightful to see so many parents turn up to share in their child education due to their great 

success. Our coffee mornings will continue next term. 

Celebrating Australia Day is always a special day here at AIS. Students participate in typical ñAussieò activities such as 

damper making, thong throwing, lamington making, sausage sizzle and vegemite sandwich eating! The students had an 

enormous amount of fun, and the teachers loved sharing their special stories about Australia with them. My thanks to all 

teachers involved for their planning and authentic delivery. 

Our Junior School students eagerly participated in ECAôs in week 3. Students had fun in Comedy Club with Mr Mick and 

learned Information Technology skills in Ipad club with Miss Carolyn. It was fabulous to see our students engaged in these 

activities, and continuing their learning even after the bell has gone! 

 

A reminder to all parents that in Week 5 our students will compete in their athletics carnival and in Week 6 are school  

photographs. Further information about these key events will come home by letter, and reminder be poster on ñMoodleò. 

     

Best wishes  



On Tuesday 17 January, Prep students went on an óExploring Natureô excursion to Al Qasba, 

Sharjah.  The purpose of this excursion was for the students to develop the understanding of 

the two main science areas of our Curriculum ï The Natural World and Environments.    

The prep classes have been exploring the topic of Growth and Living Things.  The focus of this 

excursion was to help grow and care for plants and seeds which the students purchased at the 

garden centre in Al Qasba. 

On our return to school the students discussed with their classroom teacher where they would 

like to place their plants. They talked about how much sun and water the plants would need, 

and whether or not the plants would grow in sand, or if they needed soil to help them grow.  

Please come and visit the Prep gardens alongside the grade 1 and 2 playground area. The 

students are very proud of their plants, which they chose and planted themselves. 

 

Miss Tammy, Miss Bonita, Mr Mic, Miss Carla and Miss Janelle 




