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One of the most exciting events taking place at AIS this term is the undertaking of the

I nternational Schools Assessments (1 SA). I n Annetteo
describes how these assessments are designed especially for students in international
schools and what it means for AIS. Students in international schools, in

approximately 80 countries around the world, usually participate in ISA every year, and
we are very interested to see how our students at AIS compare.

Head of Junior School, Karen Goodall highlights some of the key activities taking place
across the grade levels from Prep to Grade 5. Karen mentions the AIS Reading
Challenge, and in particular the Prep Reading Challenge Dragon which grows in length
every day. Find out how the dragon manages to grow even without eating any of the
children! You can also read about the excursion taken by Prep students as part of their
investigation about ' 6The Natural Worldé and OEnvir
wonderful garden growing at school. Everyone is most welcome to visit and enjoy it.

As we journey into Grade Two you will need to go into the abstract world of technology

and click on the links to view their PowerPoint slideshows. They are amazing!

Grade Four have also been out and about. They have been viewing some of the

interesting architecture in and around Dubai and Sharjah. It seems they really enjoyed

the floating bridge!

Last term we were fortunate to have some student teachers doing their training at AIS.

The student teachers were from the Dubai and Sharjah
Technology, and they worked with teachers from Grades One, Two and Three. It was to

their credit that we enjoyed having them in the school.

News from the Resource Centre is always exciting, with so many new English and

Arabic books catalogued and placed on the shelves, WOW!

* A course in DELF - The Dipléme d'études en langue francaise (in English Diploma in

French Studies) is being offered to some students at AlS in preparation for their

examination, while other students are taking the course to improve their French

language. | found this an interesting read, hope you do too.
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FROM THE EDITOR

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

I nternational S cihAoreettesPdincipat s e s s me n't
In the Junior School i Karen, Head of Junior School
Natural World and Environments i Prep
Information about Bugs through PowerPoint i Grade Two
Architecture i Grade 4

Arabic
Student Teachers at AIS T Coordinator Carolyn
Middle School i Mark
Resource Centre i Library helpers, books and resources.
DELF i French
P.E.- Swimming Carnival Results
Dubai Marathond Staff and Students shine
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UPCOMING EVENTS

' Week 51 Athletics Carnivals
U Week 61 School Photos
- ISA - Monday the 13" February
° -ISA -Tuesday the 14" February
o Week 7 - Tuesday 21st Feb.d UNESCO Mather Language Day
-Tuesday 21st Feb.0 Whole School Assembly
-Bookfair ( Arabic Books)
Week 81 Grade 3 Camp
14 February 6 World Science Day practice opens
6 Marchd World Spelling Day
7 Marchd World Maths Day
8 Marchd World Science Day
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear parents

Wel come back.Tthoe rteegsinmaltameoyamazi ng amount .0t wasi ai py et
see the |l arge numbers of parents whoi ddit endedl csemi oo
weekXand to hear of the exciting range of |l earning op
weekB@ne of

the exciting O6newb6b things that we are pla
Schools Assessment program offered by the Australia
Last year we took part in the Australian National As s
then i 18 5y7/eaanr@&sWe r eceived some exciting information ol
AustralianTld amldam dtshi s year is to f ¢gwhloowartehinso4s6aBme yce
and@®and to undertake the | nter.dMet iwinlall tShcehmoobhas Alslse s
school 6s performance with both Australian standards e
in other paribi ®ofshbodel d€vobbé dan i.nteresting comparison
The | SA assessment program is designed eslpteciisalldas gdi

internationally endorsed reading anQEGQHEathrreamartanmd fladrt
tional StudetiPtl s sessment

We will undertake these assessmeh8s8f wrebroarysaddefiuvs
of FebTharre wi | | be five assess menAs steasssknse natcsr owsisl |t hbee
Mondayl 8Fheebr uary TuesdayiBerleruary

Mat hemati cal Literacy PgaRea®hag

Mat hemati cal Literacy PgaWriTwag Task B

Writing Task A

The I SA is a high quality test that international sc
|l itereaaxdgi ng and writing over time and to confirm that
tional expectati.ons of performance

Students in internat8oahtsicé®opartiinciapgatuendamnmear all $A& i
specifically designed for studenasd ffom s€cheobke wsi.l
cur r.iTdhwel d SA i s administered in English and is appropr



http://www.pisa.oecd.org/pages/0,2987,en_32252351_32235731_1_1_1_1_1,00.html#top
http://www.pisa.oecd.org/pages/0,2987,en_32252351_32235731_1_1_1_1_1,00.html#top
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The I nternational Schools Assessment is de§hgeedi:nola'de
enabling schools to evaluate instructional progr an
perfor,mance |
identifying gaps inamsd udeaduninde r g,rbavtdle rign glreawlren)ilre
providing normative data in relation to selected r

comparing subgrotpr pexgomphmanegesd uldeyws s from di fifer
backgr)dwndcdse where there may be unexpected result

. . W . |
measuring i ndiadmiueaJve mdrtdeint sorder to reflect ony a

weakneasdsmonitorinsg ocarn dsnocdurvagdteasls over ti me

d

I't is important to interpret the results of tHhHashis
ment provigbeécdhgbyloamssroom assessment and perhaps oth €

Quality assessment and the use of this data to inf.org t
AlS.has estaarnd sihedi mpd esneqaittéamagt i ¢ pl ajanfadrysi be aodl luset i
achievement dE¢st oda@atratimeliteracy and numeracy are key

I
Data is used throughout the schotod mooniitdoerntiirﬁg/rog\,aepmel&n
monitor growth acr o0.5As htilgh yadrog idfy $halsodbdleen given to pl
buil ding teacher sd and.Teeaacdheerrssd adraet ag ilvietne rtaecSyh esykai tl sl esf b h

information to help differentiate thearpdogoamsnthlam'.,‘,‘ht
are performing at expected | evels ’
The school |l eadership team has westablished and i dr i
grounded in evidence f ramnd rceosuecareadh iaand eprmesc toifc e mpr ov e me
outcaogemepeci al | ynuimerlaictyeraancdy sci ence
Some of the ways in which this may be evident 1in the sc
5

members of our | eadepasdipon etaen armrdc axgltiediit about: ou

to i mprove | earning outcomes for all students in f‘he

the school has made a significant effort to unde"§ta

it is understood throughout the school that i mpr

i mprovements in pedagogy

school staff are united in their commitment t o

the school

the school communicates clearly that it expects a,'ll

the school celebrates successful teaching and Iea*_'rni

tional Schools Assessment program and to the ways i n’" wh
guality of earning outcomes that we achieve for aII'."‘;st

Best wi shes ‘

|
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
(Arabic Translation)
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
(Arabic Translation)

Fn3rll?®» _ EpFCr A0 KFOOUuF eB pC

IOF TVOF _  Fpuy cKHYHnB J3ylOp 3732F Us

PHYTRIOF drTH9lB ey? 64AN3IF cT
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WHYKFM CALKF AfFUYx wil UF3Bm QJy
UUHKF DO3K dY9fF KHr tr KOF

bHHAYAK ppfFtTHHOF 6yyUYstOF FKOTHT c93FM UWbl OF
Wy tpfr PKOF dfFr yy4ds OF
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Message From the Associate Principal

The Australian National Curriculum

In January of this year, schools in Queensland Australia began to teach the new Australian National

Curriculum. Until this year, each state of Australia developed, taught and assessed their own curriculum. Over the

|l ast few years, curriculum writers have been working to d
taught in all Australian States. So far, curriculum materials have been released for four subject areas; English,

Maths, Science and History, in Grades F (Prep) to Year 10. Queensland Schools have begun to teach the Austra-

lian Curriculum English, Maths and Science from January this year.

AIS follows the Queensland curriculum. Like Queensland schools, we will begin to teach the new Australian Cur-

riculum in English, Maths and Science in Prep to Year 10 from September 2012. We will continue to follow the cur-

rent Queensland curriculum in SOSE, Technology, Health and Physical Education and The Arts for these year lev-

els. Our Years 11 and 12 curriculums will continue as IB and QCE. We will continue to teach the UAE Curriculum

for Arabic, Islamic and Social Studies.

Like the Queensland Curriculum, the Australian Curricul un
dren are taught how to think critically and creatively to solve problems. As a result, we see that the transition to the

Australian Curriculum will be fairly smooth. There will be minor changes to the content of some subject areas and a

change in standards for some year levels. You will also notice changes in the appearance of reports for some sub-

ject areas. Overall, the learning focus of AIS will not change.

Reading Response

One interesting feature of the new curriculum is that it provides ex- z.,
amples of student work for each year level. This allows teachers to
compare the standard of their sju ‘i vith the
standard for students across Australia. This will be particularly use- i
ful for wus in the UAE, as we Wwi it
work with Australian standards and share this information with fami- SR WAV A (¥ EEPU
lies. To the right you can see an example of a piece of work from a
student at the end of Grade 1.
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If you are interested in having a closer look at the Australian Curriculum, it is available to the public on
the website below.

https://australiancurriculum.edu.au/



https://australiancurriculum.edu.au/
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FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Parents and students.

It is with great pleasure that | contribute to this monthoés

wonderful student body has been participating in over the last 4 weeks.

AIS Reading Challenge was launched in Week 3 and saw students with their heads buried in books. It is wonderful to see
such an emphasis on reading many and to see a large number of students contributing to their grades overall result. If you
take a look down our corridors you will notice a display like the Prep dragon which once students read a book the cover is
copied and pasted along the dragons body i the dragon is getting very long now.... Great Work Prep for all of your amazing
reading. AIS Reading Challenge was coupled with the enormous book fair in our library where students visited and pur-
chased books of interest. Thank you to Miss Julie and her staff for coordinating this highly successful event.

After returning from Reggio Emilia (Italy) our wonderful staff in ELC and Prep wished to share their learning experience with
parents. Under the coordination of Miss Carla, many parents met together for a presentation which demonstrated how the

Reggio Emilia approach is being adapted into Al S. Many par

student projects, and talk further with their teacher. This was a wonderful opportunity for our teachers and parents to build
strong partnerships and learn more together. Thank you to our wonderful ELC and Prep POD for hosting the afternoon, and
thank you to all parents who attended.

Last week also saw the Junior School host a coffee morning where key dates and programs for Term 2 were shared. It was
delightful to see so many parents turn up to share in their child education due to their great

success. Our coffee mornings will continue next term.

Celebrating Australia Day is always a special day here at

damper making, thong throwing, lamington making, sausage sizzle and vegemite sandwich eating! The students had an
enormous amount of fun, and the teachers loved sharing their special stories about Australia with them. My thanks to all
teachers involved for their planning and authentic delivery.

Our Junior School students eagerly participated in ECA®s
learned Information Technology skills in Ipad club with Miss Carolyn. It was fabulous to see our students engaged in these
activities, and continuing their learning even after the bell has gone!

A reminder to all parents that in Week 5 our students will compete in their athletics carnival and in Week 6 are school
photographs. Further information about these key events

‘Best wishes

Karen

Karen Goodall
Head of Junior School
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b 4 On Tuesday 17 January, Prep students went o*
Sharjah. The purpose of this excursion was for the students to develop the understanding of »
‘ the two main science areas of our Curriculum i The Natural World and Environments.
s The prep classes have been exploring the topic of Growth and Living Things. The focus of this
o excursion was to help grow and care for plants and seeds which the students purchased at the
? garden centre in Al Qasba.

N 2

On our return to school the students discussed with their classroom teacher where they would

like to place their plants. They talked about how much sun and water the plants would need,
and whether or not the plants would grow in sand, or if they needed soil to help them grow.

;i Please come and visit the Prep gardens alongside the grade 1 and 2 playground area. The h
o students are very proud of their plants, which they chose and planted themselves. A
Ky F’A
¥ Miss Tammy, Miss Bonita, Mr Mic, Miss Carla and Miss Janelle '
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